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everyday details of their partners' pregnancies. In this unique study,
Sleepless Days Jurek Becker 1986 An East German schoolteacher is jolted

Richard Reed draws on the feminist critique of professionalized medical

into an awareness of his mortality by a seeming heart attack. The actions

birthing to argue that the clinical nature of medical intervention distances

he takes afterword put him on a collision course with the state in which he

fathers from child delivery. He explores men's roles in childbirth and the

has painlessly, if numbly, lived his life. The results, while harsh, are not

ways in which birth transforms a man's identity and his relations with his

unwelcome as he finds a new vitality in a world seen through new eyes.

partner, his new baby, and society. In other societies, birth is recognized

Translated by Leila Vennewitz.

as an important rite of passage for fathers. Yet, in American culture,
despite the fact that fathers are admitted into delivery rooms, little attention

African Literacies Ashraf Abdelhay 2014-10-02 Africa is often depicted as

is given to their transition to fatherhood. The book concludes with an

the continent with the lowest literacy rates in the world. Moving beyond

exploration of what men's roles in childbirth tell us about gender and

this essentialising representation, this volume explores African literacies

American society. Reed suggests that it is no coincidence that men's

within their complex and diverse multilingual and multiscriptal histories and

participation in the birthing process developed in parallel to changing

contexts of use. The chapters examine contexts from the Maghreb to

definitions of fatherhood more broadly. Over the past twenty years, it has

Mozambique and from Senegambia to the Horn of Africa and critically

become expected that fathers, in addition to being strong and dependable,

analyse multiple literacy genres and practices – from ancient manuscripts

will be empathetic and nurturing. Well-researched, candidly written, and

to instant messaging – in relation to questions of language-in-education

enriched with personal accounts of over fifty men from all parts of the

and policy, livelihoods, Islamic scholarship, colonialism, translocal

world, this book is as much about the birth of fathers as it is about fathers

migration, and writing systems. As a whole, the book serves as an

in birth.

advanced introduction to language and society in Africa seen through the
lens of literacy, and marks a unique contribution to scholarship in literacy

Parents' Cultural Belief Systems Sara Harkness 1996-01-01 This

studies offering a convenient collection of perspectives on and from Africa.

illuminating new volume offers a multifaceted view of parenting cultural
belief systems - their origins in culturally constructed parental experience,

From French West Africa to the Mali Federation William J. Foltz 1965

their expressions in parental practices, and their consequences for
children's well-being and growth. Discussing issues with implications

Birthing Fathers Richard K. Reed 2005 "Birthing Fathers is a

beyond the study of parenthood, the book shows how the analysis of child

groundbreaking anthropological and sociological analysis of American

outcomes which relate to parents' cultural belief systems (or parental

fatherhood and men's role in birthing."—Robbie Davis-Floyd, author of Birth

"ethnotheories") can provide valuable insights into the nature and meaning

as an American Rite of Passage "Treating birth as ritual, Reed makes

of family and self in society and, in some cases, a basis for culturally

clever use of his anthropological expertise, qualitative data, and personal

sensitive therapeutic interventions. Illuminating the powerful influence of

experience to bring to life the frustrations and joys men often encounter as

parents' cultural belief systems on the health and development of children,

they navigate the medical model of birthing."—William Marsiglio, author

this volume will be welcomed by a broad audience. Anthropologists and

Sex, Men, and Babies: Stories of Awareness and Responsibility In the

psychologists interested in cultural theory and the interface of self and

past two decades, men have gone from being excluded from the delivery

society will find a rich source of ideas and information. Parent educators,

room to being admitted, then invited, and, finally, expected to participate

family therapists, pediatricians, and others who deal with ethnically diverse

actively in the birth of their children. No longer mere observers, fathers

populations will discover invaluable information on what makes parents

attend baby showers, go to birthing classes, and share in the intimate,

think and act the way they do. The book can be used as a primary text for
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courses in cognitive anthropology and cultural psychology, and as an

patriarchal household and argues for a recognition of diversity and

auxiliary text for culturally oriented courses in lifespan development,

complexity."

education, health, and human services.
Precolonial Senegal Eunice A. Charles 1977
Death, Mourning, and Burial Antonius C. G. M. Robben 2017-04-26 The
definitive reference on the anthropology of death and dying, expanded with

Agroecology Miguel A Altieri 2018-02-19 This new edition builds on the

new contributions covering everything from animal mourning to mortuary

explosion of research on sustainable agriculture since the late 1980s. By

cannibalism Few subjects stir the imagination more than the study of how

separating myth from reality, Miguel Altieri extracts the key principles of

people across cultures deal with death and dying. This expanded second

sustainable agriculture and expounds on management systems that "really

edition of the internationally bestselling Death, Mourning, and Burial offers

work." Providing case studies of sustainable rural development in

cross-cultural readings that span the period from dying to afterlife,

developing countries, he goes beyond a mere description of practices to

considering approaches to this transition as a social process and exploring

include data that reveal the socioeconomic and environmental impacts of

the great variations of cultural responses to death. Exploring new content

alternative projects. Each chapter of Agroecology has been enriched and

including organ transplantation, institutionalized care for the dying, HIV-

updated with the latest research results from around the world. New

AIDs, animal mourning, and biotechnology, this text retains classic

emphasis has been placed on such issues as the ecological economics of

readings from the first edition, and is enhanced by sixteen new articles

agriculture, policy changes needed for promoting sustainable agriculture,

and two new sections which provide increased breadth and depth for

rural development in the Third World, the role of biodiversity in agriculture,

readers. Death, Mourning, and Burial, Second Edition is divided into eight

and new research methodologies.

parts reflecting the social trajectory of death: conceptualizations of death;
death, dying, and care; grief and mourning; mortuary rituals; and

Grass, Soil, Hope Courtney White 2014-05-23 This book tackles an

remembrance and regeneration. Sections are introduced through

increasingly crucial question: What can we do about the seemingly

foundational texts which provide the ideal introduction to this diverse field.

intractable challenges confronting all of humanity today, including climate

It is essential reading for anyone concerned with issues of death and

change, global hunger, water scarcity, environmental stress, and economic

dying, as well as violence, terrorism, war, state terror, organ theft, and

instability? The quick answers are: Build topsoil. Fix creeks. Eat meat from

mortuary rituals. A thoroughly revised edition of this classic anthology

pasture-raised animals. Scientists maintain that a mere 2 percent increase

featuring twenty-three new articles, two new sections, and three

in the carbon content of the planet’s soils could offset 100 percent of all

reformulated sections Updated to include current topics, including organ

greenhouse gas emissions going into the atmosphere. But how could this

transplantation, institutionalized care for the dying, HIV-AIDs, animal

be accomplished? What would it cost? Is it even possible? Yes, says

mourning, and biotechnology Must reading for anyone concerned with

author Courtney White, it is not only possible, but essential for the long-

issues of death and dying, as well as violence, terrorism, war, state terror,

term health and sustainability of our environment and our economy. Right

organ theft, and mortuary rituals Serves as a text for anthropology classes

now, the only possibility of large-scale removal of greenhouse gases from

and provides a genuinely cross-cultural perspective to all those studying

the atmosphere is through plant photosynthesis and related land-based

death and dying

carbon sequestration activities. These include a range of already existing,
low-tech, and proven practices: composting, no-till farming, climate-friendly

Matrilineal Communities, Patriarchal Realities Kanchana N. Ruwanpura

livestock practices, conserving natural habitat, restoring degraded

2006 Extrait de la couverture : "In rejecting falsely homogenizing accounts

watersheds and rangelands, increasing biodiversity, and producing local

of women's lives, feminist economists have, in recent years, unlocked the

food. In Grass, Soil, Hope, the author shows how all these practical

multiple ways in which gendered relations of dominance and subordination

strategies can be bundled together into an economic and ecological whole,

are maintained. One of the key differences they have turned their attention

with the aim of reducing atmospheric CO2 while producing substantial co-

to is ethnicity. This study of Muslim, Sinhala and Tamil Households, in Sri

benefits for all living things. Soil is a huge natural sink for carbon dioxide.

Lanka examines both the commonality of patriarchal structures and

If we can draw increasing amounts carbon out of the atmosphere and

economic problems in such households, as well as the differences created

store it safely in the soil then we can significantly address all the multiple

by the ethnicities that divide them. The author looks at the nature and

challenges that now appear so intractable.

reliability of kinship support for female heads and the reciprocal obligations
in terms of female propriety and conventional conduct extracted from

Precolonial Black Africa Cheikh Anta Diop 2012-09-01 This comparison of

female heads. She questions development policies premise on the

the political and social systems of Europe and black Africa from antiquity
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to the formation of modern states demonstrates the black contribution to

environment-and-development issues and working toward effective

the development of Western civilization.

policies. Topics addressed include water and biodiversity resources, urban
and national resource planning, scientific concepts of resource

Advances in Integrated Soil Fertility Management in sub-Saharan Africa:

management, and ideas of nature and conservation in the context of

Challenges and Opportunities Andre Bationo 2007-10-16 Food insecurity is

globalization. Giving particular attention to evolving conceptions of nature-

a fundamental challenge to human welfare and economic growth in Africa.

society interaction and geographical scale, an introduction and conclusion

Low agricultural production leads to low incomes, poor nutrition,

by the editors provide a clear analytical focus for the volume and

vulnerability to risk and threat and lack of empowerment. This book offers

summarize important developments and debates in the field.

a comprehensive synthesis of agricultural research and development
experiences from sub-Saharan Africa. The text highlights practical lessons

The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State Friedrich Engels

from the sub-Saharan Africa region.

1902

Learn to Speak Saafi-Saafi Tamsier Joof 2017-07-07 The languages of the

The Kingdom of Waalo Boubacar Barry 2017-10-26 Situated along the

Seereer people are some of the most beautiful languages to speak and

Senegal River, the Kingdom of Waalo was the smallest of the Wolof states

listen to. Saafi-Saafi, the principal Cangin language spoken by the Saafi

of Senegal, but it illustrates the broader consequences of a shift from

people (a subgroup of the Seereer) is one of them. Saafi-Saafi is one of

trans-Saharan to trans-Atlantic commerce during a time of competing

the officially recognised languages of Senegal. Number of speakers is

European, Muslim, and indigenous African forces. From the establishment

estimated at 200,000 and rising (2012).

of a French trading post in 1659 to the early nineteenth century, the
history of Waalo was closely tied to French interests in St. Louis, popular

Changing Fortunes Karl S. Zimmerer 1997-01-29 Two of the world's most

revolutionary Islamic movements, and internal rivalries between competing

pressing needs—biodiversity conservation and agricultural development in

royal families and provincial leaders. Stimulating Waalo's socio-political

the Third World—are addressed in Karl S. Zimmerer's multidisciplinary

changes were the devastations and fluctuations of the Atlantic slave trade,

investigation in geography. Zimmerer challenges current opinion by

as well as the Muslim attack on its aristocracy. Torn by internal divisions,

showing that the world-renowned diversity of crops grown in the Andes

devastated by French and Berber incursions, Waalo's institutions and its

may not be as hopelessly endangered as is widely believed. He uses the

economy declined. Residents of Waalo sought their own solutions only for

lengthy history of small-scale farming by Indians in Peru, including

external agents to ruin their efforts. By the nineteenth century, the French

contemporary practices and attitudes, to shed light on prospects for the

attempted to establish a plantation economy in Waalo, culminating in their

future. During prolonged fieldwork among Peru's Quechua peasants and

military control of the state and the Senegal valley. This newly translated

villagers in the mountains near Cuzco, Zimmerer found convincing

study is a vital tool in our understanding of Senegal's history, its place in

evidence that much of the region's biodiversity is being skillfully conserved

the era of trans-Saharan and trans-Atlantic commerce, and its

on a de facto basis, as has been true during centuries of tumultuous

development into the present. The book should be of value to African

agrarian transitions. Diversity occurs unevenly, however, because of the

studies scholars, anthropologists, and historians of Africa, colonialism,

inability of poorer Quechua farmers to plant the same variety as their well-

empire, and post-colonialism.

off neighbors and because land use pressures differ in different locations.
Social, political, and economic upheavals have accentuated the

The Birth of a Child Grantly Dick-Read 1950

unevenness, and Zimmerer's geographical findings are all the more
important as a result. Diversity is indeed at serious risk, but not

The Perils of Belonging Peter Geschiere 2009-08-01 Despite being told

necessarily for the same reasons that have been cited by others. The

that we now live in a cosmopolitan world, more and more people have

originality of this study is in its correlation of ecological conservation,

begun to assert their identities in ways that are deeply rooted in the local.

ethnic expression, and economic development.

These claims of autochthony—meaning “born from the soil”—seek to
establish an irrefutable, primordial right to belong and are often employed

Political Ecology Karl S. Zimmerer 2012-06-15 This volume offers a

in politically charged attempts to exclude outsiders. In The Perils of

unique, integrative perspective on the political and ecological processes

Belonging, Peter Geschiere traces the concept of autochthony back to the

shaping landscapes and resource use across the global North and South.

classical period and incisively explores the idea in two very different

Twelve carefully selected case studies demonstrate how contemporary

contexts: Cameroon and the Netherlands. In both countries, the

geographical theories and methods can contribute to understanding key

momentous economic and political changes following the end of the cold

e-cosaan-seereer-7th-may-2016-presented-by-tamsier-joof-and-mamadou-fall

3/6

Downloaded from www.seereerpodcast.org on October 2,
2022 by guest

war fostered anxiety over migration. For Cameroonians, the question of

Matrilineal Kinship David Murray Schneider 1961 PART 2: VARIATION IN

who belongs where rises to the fore in political struggles between different

MATRILINEAL SYSTEMS: 10. Descent-Groups of Settled and Mobile

tribes, while the Dutch invoke autochthony in fierce debates over the

Cultivators. 11. Descent-Groups among Settled Cultivators. 12.Descent-

integration of immigrants. This fascinating comparative perspective allows

Griup among Mobile Cultivators. 13. Variations in residence. 14. Variation

Geschiere to examine the emotional appeal of autochthony—as well as its

of Interpersonal Kinship relationships. 15. Variation in Preferential Marriage

dubious historical basis—and to shed light on a range of important issues,

Forms. 16. The Modern Disintegration of Matrilineal Descent Groups.

such as multiculturalism, national citizenship, and migration.

PART 3: CROSS-CULTURAL COMPARISONS. 17. Aberle, David F.;
Matrilineal Descent in Cross-cultural perspective.

Psycho-Academic Holocaust Umar Johnson 2012-12-21
Ancient Society Lewis Henry Morgan 1909
Black Africa Cheikh Anta Diop 2012-09-01 This expanded edition
continues Diop's campaign for the political and economic unification of the

Funerals in Africa Michael Jindra 2011-09-30 Across Africa, funerals and

nations of black Africa. It concludes with a lengthy interview with Diop.

events remembering the dead have become larger and even more
numerous over the years. Whereas in the West death is normally a private

The Teachings of Ptahhotep Ptahhotep 2016-02-08 2016 Reprint of 1909

and family affair, in Africa funerals are often the central life cycle event,

Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical

unparalleled in cost and importance, for which families harness vast

Recognition Software. Originally published as "The Instruction of Ptah-

amounts of resources to host lavish events for multitudes of people with

Hotep" and also as "The Maxims of Ptahhotep," the work is believed by

ramifications well beyond the event. Though officials may try to regulate

some scholars to be the oldest book in the world. Authorship is attributed

them, the popularity of these events often makes such efforts fruitless, and

to Ptahhotep, a vizier under King Isesi of the Egyptian Fifth Dynasty (ca.

the elites themselves spend tremendously on funerals. This volume brings

2414-2375 BC). It is a collection of maxims and advice in the sebayt

together scholars who have conducted research on funerary events across

("teaching") genre on human relations and are provided as instruction for

sub-Saharan Africa. The contributions offer an in-depth understanding of

his son. The work survives today in papyrus copies, including the Prisse

the broad changes and underlying causes in African societies over the

Papyrus which dates from the Middle Kingdom and is on display at the

years, such as changes in religious beliefs, social structure, urbanization,

Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris. There are considerable differences

and technological changes and health.

between the Prisse Papyrus version and the two texts at the British
Museum. The 1906 translation by Battiscombe Gunn, published as part of

Faidherbia Albida in the West African Semi-arid Tropics R. J. Vandenbeldt

the "Wisdom of the East" series and which is reprinted here, was made

1992

directly from the Prisse Papyrus, in Paris, rather than from copies. Some
lessons include: Learning by listening to everybody and knowing that

Power and Landscape in Atlantic West Africa J. Cameron Monroe

human knowledge is never perfect are a leitmotif. Avoiding open conflict

2012-02-13 "This volume applies insights drawn from the theories and

wherever possible should not be considered weakness. Justice should be

methods of landscape archaeology to contribute to our understanding of

pursued and in the end it will be a god's command that prevails. Greed is

the nature if West African societies in the Atlantic Era (17th-19th Centuries

the base of all evil and should be guarded against, while generosity

AD). The authors adopt a briad set of methods and approaches to tackle

towards family and friends is praiseworthy."

how the nature and structures of African political and social relations
changed across regions in this period. This is only the second volume in a

Arts of Africa Jean Pigozzi 2005 Nurtured by historic aesthetic roots, sub-

decade to focus on the archeology of this period in West Africa, and the

Saharan African artists have continued to absorb and transform external

first volume in sub-Saharan Africanist archeology to be focused in the

influences in extraordinary ways. The Jean Pigozzi Collection, the best-

recent past in oue sub-region of the continent from a coherent

endowed contemporary African art collection in the world, shows how the

methodological and theoretical standpoint"--Provided by publisher.

rich values, forms, and cultural history of Africa have been incorporated,
even into new media. This catalog of the collection included in the

Anti-Refugee Violence and African Politics Ato Kwamena Onoma

Grimaldi Forum exhibition profiles the work of 30 leading artists-painters,

2013-10-07 Using comparative cases from Guinea, Uganda, and the

photographers, sculptors, and video artists. The artists featured include

Democratic Republic of Congo, this study explains why some refugee-

Seydou Keéta, Frédéric Bruly Bouabré, Malick Sidibé, Moke, Chéri

hosting communities launch large-scale attacks on civilian refugees while

Samba, Romuald Hazoumé, and Bodys Isek Kingelez.

others refrain from such attacks even when encouraged to do so by state
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officials. Ato Kwamena Onoma argues that these attacks happen where

and their contexts. Starting from Goffman’s observation that interaction

governments instigate them because of links between a few refugees and

exhibits a structure in its own right that cannot be reduced to the

major opposition groups in the host country. There is an increasing

psychological properties of the individual nor to society, it contains a

tendency for scholars to focus on militarized refugees and look at refugees

selection of articles documenting the various levels of interactional

as propagators, instead of victims, of violence. Onoma reorients the study

organization. In addition to treatments of basic concepts such as

of refugees back to a focus on the disempowered civilian refugees that

sequence, participation, prosody and style and some topical articles on

constitute the majority of refugees even in cases of severe refugee

phenomena like reported speech and listener response, it also includes

militarization, and offers suggestions for broader understanding of and

overviews of specific traditions (conversation analysis, ethnomethodology)

policy options for refugee politics and violence.

and articles on eminent authors (Goffman, Sacks) who had a formative
influence on the field.

Achieving Sustainable Development Hans Bressers 2003 Provides case
studies examining the development of cross-scale institutional planning for

The Political Lives of Dead Bodies Katherine Verdery 1999-04-07 Since

sustainable development in the United States, sub-Saharan Africa, the

1989, scores of bodies across Eastern Europe have been exhumed and

Netherlands, and Puerto Rico.

brought to rest in new gravesites. Katherine Verdery investigates why
certain corpses—the bodies of revolutionary leaders, heroes, artists, and

The Second Era of Great Expansion of the Capitalist World-economy,

other luminaries, as well as more humble folk—have taken on a political life

1730-1840s Immanuel Maurice Wallerstein 1989

in the turbulent times following the end of Communist Party rule, and what
roles they play in revising the past and reorienting the present. Enlivening

Early Human Kinship Nicholas J. Allen 2011-01-04 Early Human Kinship

and invigorating the dialogue on postsocialist politics, this imaginative

brings together original studies from leading figures in the biological

study helps us understand the dynamic and deeply symbolic nature of

sciences, social anthropology, archaeology, and linguistics to provide a

politics—and how it can breathe new life into old bones.

major breakthrough in the debate over human evolution and the nature of
society. A major new collaboration between specialists across the range of

The End of Empire in French West Africa Tony Chafer 2002-06-01 In an

the human sciences including evolutionary biology and psychology;

effort to restore its world-power status after the humiliation of defeat and

social/cultural anthropology; archaeology and linguistics Provides a

occupation, France was eager to maintain its overseas empire at the end

ground-breaking set of original studies offering a new perspective on early

of the Second World War. Yet just fifteen years later France had

human history Debates fundamental questions about early human society:

decolonized, and by 1960 only a few small island territories remained

Was there a connection between the beginnings of language and the

under French control.The process of decolonization in Indochina and

beginnings of organized 'kinship and marriage'? How far did evolutionary

Algeria has been widely studied, but much less has been written about

selection favor gender and generation as principles for regulating social

decolonization in France's largest colony, French West Africa. Here, the

relations? Sponsored by the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great

French approach was regarded as exemplary -- that is, a smooth transition

Britain and Ireland in conjunction with the British Academy

successfully managed by well intentioned French politicians and
enlightened African leaders. Overturning this received wisdom, Chafer

Wartime Writings, 1939-1944 Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 2002-10-07 A

argues that the rapid unfurling of events after the Second World War was

reconnaissance pilot for France during World War II, Antoine de Saint-

a complex , piecemeal and unpredictable process, resulting in a

Exupery spent many dangerous days in the air above enemy occupied

'successful decolonization' that was achieved largely by accident. At

territory. "Wartime Writings" recounts some of his aviation exploits.

independence, the winners assumed the reins of political power, while the
losers were often repressed, imprisoned or silenced.This important book

The Pragmatics of Interaction Sigurd Dhondt 2009-09-30 The ten

challenges the traditional dichotomy between 'imperial' and 'colonial'

volumes of Handbook of Pragmatics Highlights focus on the most salient

history and will be of interest to students of imperial and French history,

topics in the field of pragmatics, thus dividing its wide interdisciplinary

politics and international relations, development and post-colonial studies.

spectrum in a transparent and manageable way. While the other volumes
select specific philosophical, cognitive, grammatical, social, cultural,

The Cambridge History of Africa J. D. Fage 1975 Specialists in various

variational, or discursive angles, this fourth volume is dedicated to the

aspects of African history and civilization contribute to an integrated

empirical investigation of the way human beings organize their interaction

portrait of internal and foreign influences on the course of Africa's

in natural environments and how they use talk for accomplishing actions

development
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Agrobiodiversity Karl S. Zimmerer 2019-04-30 Experts discuss the

volumes have explored mens reproductive concerns or contributions to

challenges faced in agrobiodiversity and conservation, integrating

womens reproductive health: Men are clearly viewed as the second sex in

disciplines that range from plant and biological sciences to economics and

reproduction. This volume argues that the marginalization of men is an

political science. Wide-ranging environmental phenomena—including

oversight of considerable proportions, and thereby seeks to break the

climate change, extreme weather events, and soil and water

silence surrounding mens thoughts, experiences, and feelings about their

availability—combine with such socioeconomic factors as food policies,

reproductive lives. It sheds new light on male reproduction from a cross-

dietary preferences, and market forces to affect agriculture and food

cultural, global perspective, focusing not only upon men in Europe and

production systems on local, national, and global scales. The increasing

America but also those in the Middle East, Asia, and Latin America. Both

simplification of food systems, the continuing decline of plant species, and

heterosexual and homosexual, married and unmarried men are featured in

the ongoing spread of pests and disease threaten biodiversity in

this volume, which assesses concerns ranging from masculinity and

agriculture as well as the sustainability of food resources. Complicating the

sexuality to childbirth and fatherhood. Thus, men are brought back into the

situation further, the multiple systems involved—cultural, economic,

equation, as reproductive partners, progenitors, fathers, nurturers, and

environmental, institutional, and technological—are driven by human

decision-makers.

decision making, which is inevitably informed by diverse knowledge
systems. The interactions and linkages that emerge necessitate an

Women at the Center Peggy Reeves Sanday 2002 Contrary to the

integrated assessment if we are to make progress toward sustainable

declarations of some anthropologists, matriarchies do exist. Peggy Reeves

agriculture and food systems. This volume in the Strüngmann Forum

Sanday first went to West Sumatra in 1981, intrigued by reports that the

Reports series offers insights into the challenges faced in agrobiodiversity

matrilineal Minangkabau--one of the largest ethnic groups in Indonesia--

and sustainability and proposes an integrative framework to guide future

label their society a matriarchy. Numbering some four million in West

research, scholarship, policy, and practice. The contributors offer

Sumatra, the Minangkabau are known in Indonesia for their literary flair,

perspectives from a range of disciplines, including plant and biological

business acumen, and egalitarian, democratic relationships between men

sciences, food systems and nutrition, ecology, economics, plant and

and women. Sanday uses her repeated visits to West Sumatra in the

animal breeding, anthropology, political science, geography, law, and

closing decades of the twentieth century as the basis for a new definition

sociology. Topics covered include evolutionary ecology, food and human

of matriarchy. From the vantage point of daily life in villages, especially

health, the governance of agrobiodiversity, and the interactions between

one where she developed close personal ties, Sanday's narrative is

agrobiodiversity and climate and demographic change.

centered on how the Minangkabau conceive of their world and think
humans should behave, along with the practices and rituals they claim

Reconceiving the Second Sex Marcia C. Inhorn 2009 Extensive social

uphold their matriarchate. Women at the Center leaves the reader with a

science research, particularly by anthropologists, has explored womens

solid sense of the respect for women that permeates Minangkabau culture,

reproductive lives, their use of reproductive technologies, and their

and gives new life to the concept of matriarchy.

experiences as mothers and nurturers of children. Meanwhile, few if any
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